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 I read recently the story of a young Priest who devoted 
many hours working the ghetto of the inner city, offering 
whatever help he could to the homeless and destitute, to the 
alcoholics and drug addicts.  A parishioner of his, who happened 
to be a very successful diamond merchant, challenged the young 
Priest one day by asking him why he spent so much time and 
effort on what he referred to as the lowlifes and the riffraff of 
society.  The Priest responded, as most men of wisdom do, by 
asking him a question in return.  He asked the man if he had 
ever accidentally thrown out a million dollar diamond in the 
rough.  The merchant replied very emphatically, “No, never.  
Every diamond merchant worth his salt knows the value of 
whatever he holds in his hand, no matter how much in the 
rough.”  The young Priest then said in return: “Then I’ll let you 
in on a little secret: I’m also an expert on diamonds of another 
sort.  Every day I walk the streets and all I see are the most 
precious diamonds walking past me.  Some of them you have to 
pick up from the gutter and polish with a bit of human kindness, 
but once you do, how they shine!  The most important thing you 
have to know is that in the eyes of God, everyone without 
exception is a diamond in the rough.” 

 How easily we often forget that our brothers and sisters that 
we encounter are diamonds in the rough.  And it’s not always 
the poor or disenfranchised that we see in the streets.  Often 



times it is a coworker who doesn’t work as hard as we do.  Or a 
texting teenager who cuts us off in traffic.  Or that lazy moron 
who gave me the wrong breakfast sandwich at Dunkin the other 
morning!  And those were the lowlifes that I bumped into in my 
life just last week!  Often times though, we need to remind 
ourselves that we too our diamonds in the rough before we can 
see that about others. 

 Jesus says to us this morning, “The Son of Man has come 
to seek out and save what was lost.”  In today’s Gospel Jesus 
went as a guest to the house of Zacchaeus.  To the Scribes and 
Pharisees, this was incomprehensible.  And not just the Scribes 
and Pharisees for once, but also for most of the Jewish people, 
for in the eyes of the Jews, Zacchaeus was a lowlife.  He was a 
tax collector who extorted money from his fellow Israelites and 
one who cozied up to the Roman officials.  Yet Jesus saw that in 
his heart, Zacchaeus was a decent man, a diamond in the rough 
who was seeking to be saved.  And so, he looked up into the tree 
and called him by name.  And from that moment on, Zacchaeus’ 
life was transformed from the despised tax collector to a faithful 
follower of Jesus Christ. 

 Zacchaeus wasn’t “worthy” of being called by Christ by 
any means.  He was a sinner.  But, to echo the prayer of St. Paul 
in his letter to the Thessalonians, our God made him worthy.  
Because the reality is that none of us are worthy of the call.  We 
all have sinned; we all have betrayed God in our lives.  Yet He 
looks up for each and every one of us in the tree so that He can 
grace our most intimate homes with His presence and make us 



worthy.  But first, we must echo the prayer of the sinner in last 
week’s Gospel.  We must recognize our sinfulness, and beg 
God’s mercy.  To do this, we need to climb the nearest tree.  We 
need to elevate ourselves from the crown in order to look down 
on Truth itself and see Christ.  When we stay in the crowd, when 
we allow everyone around us to hinder our view, it’s easy for 
Jesus to simply pass by without us seeing Him, without us being 
able to make ourselves present to answer His call.  So we must 
lift ourselves out of the crowd.  We must climb the tree and let 
Jesus look up at us, let Jesus make us worthy, and invite Himself 
into our souls. 
 
 When we’ve done that, then we can truly see our brothers 
and sisters that way too, we can truly see that in eyes of God 
each and every one of them is a diamond of great value.  Each 
and every one of them possesses a goodness and a dignity that 
comes from being a creature of God, and a beneficiary of the 
salvation that flows from the Cross.   
 
 As Christ makes Himself truly present today in the 
Eucharist, He is calling you.  He’s calling you by name to allow 
Him into your home.  And that great “Amen” which you utter 
and the priest says “Body of Christ” is the acceptance of His 
call, of His desire to make you worthy of it.  Let this Eucharist 
that you receive today be a reminder to you of your great worth, 
so that you can then remember the worth of everyone else you 
encounter this week. 
 


